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PRESS RELEASE
“Domestic Violence – Women at Risk”

Leading Local Family law solicitors Beeston Shenton have expressed concern that new Domestic Violence legislation introduced in July 2007 under the Domestic Violence Act 2007 has led to a lower level of protection for victims of domestic violence. Under the Domestic Violence Act 2007 a breach of a non molestation order is now a criminal offence and is generally not dealt with through the civil courts.

This has led to a dramatic reduction in applications to the court. Unfortunately it appears that this has not led to an increase in prosecutions leaving a number of victims without protection because they are unwilling to bring criminal charges that will lead to a conviction for their partner.

Nick Bridgewater a specialist in Domestic violence injunctions at the firms Newcastle office said “ I fear that with the reduction in injunction applications there are now a number of vulnerable women without protection” Paul Shenton a Director with Beeston Shenton said “there was a time not so long ago when we would be attending court and applying for protection for client’s several times a week, and although we have close links with Women’s Aid groups we have noticed a real reduction in the amount of people seeking protection. Unfortunately it does not appear from what we hear, that they are been afforded any protection through the criminal justice system and this can only mean that they are left unprotected” He went on to say “It is all well and good extending the potential length of prison sentence to 5 years (from the previous maximum of 2 years) but if people are reluctant to press charges and the police are reluctant to take action it is not helping victims at all”.
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